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Late Spring edition    

2019 OVSC Summit            

June 7 – 9 

Columbus, OH 

This year’s Summit will be held at 

the Sheraton Columbus on Capitol 

Square in Columbus, Oh, hosted by 

the Newark and the Skiers Ltd. Ski 

Clubs, with support provided by the 

OVSC Summit Committee, the 

OVSC Executive Board, and 

gracious volunteers from the 

Columbus and Corbeau clubs. 

 

Registration is now open via the 

OVSC website, www.ovsc.org.    

 

Friday evening there will be a 

welcome party, a meet and greet 

atmosphere for club members and 

our vendors to break the ice. 

 

Saturday’s optional activities 

include a bike ride, a beer  

 

 

tour/tasting, a museum tour (see 

below), and walking thru the sights, 

sounds and smells of the Columbus 

Arts Festival which will be 

occurring at the same time, just 2 

blocks from our hotel, 

encompassing a large part of the 

riverfront.  Utilize the free time  

available on Saturday morning and 

after dinner to wander about. 

 

The visit to the National Veteran’s 

Memorial Museum on Saturday 

morning ($15, free for veterans),  

also within walking distance of the 

hotel, is a living tribute to the more 

than 40 million Americans who 

have served this nation since its 

founding. 

 

Saturday will also have the Vendor 

Show and educational meetings.  As 

of this date, we are looking at 

having a session about trips and trip 

leading, Club liability, taxes, and all 

things financial, and follow that up 

with an open forum on all things 

OVSC and NSCF. 

 

Our 2020 North American trips will 

be highlighted during dinner on 

Saturday, and the International trips 

during breakfast on Sunday. 

 

Once again, we are asking all clubs 

to create a basket of goodies to 

contribute to the Silent Auction, 

with all proceeds going towards 

charity.  Last year the Silent Auction 

raised $1,170.00.  You guys are 

awesome!!!  And so were those 

baskets.   

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.ovsc.org/
http://www.ovsc.org/
http://www.ovsc.org/
http://www.ovsc.org/


Late Spring 2019 

2    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

By popular demand, the article I 

wrote a few issues ago featuring the 

Epic and Ikon passes is reprinted 

below.  With the focus on trips in 

the future -we are already planning 

the 2020 and beyond destinations – 

there was a lot of discussion 

regarding these season passes.  In 

hopes of enlightening our skiers, 

please read with an open mind, 

make a list of questions you can ask 

the Epic and Ikon pass informed 

tour operators, and have an in-depth 

conversation with them at the 

Summit.  

 

 

 

According to their website, the Epic 

pass includes 65 resorts, with unlimited, 

unrestricted skiing at their best resorts, 

and it pays for itself in just under 5 

days.  The unlimited access is at Afton 

Alps, Arapahoe Basin, Beaver Creek, 

Breckenridge, Crested Butte, Heavenly, 

Keystone, Kirkwood, Mount Sunapee, 

Mt. Brighton, Northstar, Okemo, Park 

City, Perisher, Stevens Pass, Stowe, 

Vail, Whistler Blackcomb, Wilmot. 

You also have 7 total days at Telluride, 

as well as at Fernie, Kicking Horse, 

Kimberley Alpine, Mont-Sainte Anne, 

Nakiska and Stoneham resorts in the 

Canadian Rockies. 

Wanting to head overseas?  There is a 

5-day access pass for Hakuba Valley’s 9 

resorts in Japan, and 30 other European  

resorts across Austria, France, Italy and 

Switzerland. 

Other benefits or options include ski- 

with-a-friend and buddy tickets, pass 

insurance, discounted lodging, rentals, 

food and beverage, summer access, golf 

and more. 

College, Military and Senior pricing is 

also available. 

 

 

NO BLACKOUT DATES 

According to the website, the Ikon pass 

has 36 destinations that they have 

“curated, not collected”, and 76,000 

skiable acres of unique terrain across 

the continent (57,159 acres in North 

America alone). 

There are 2 options, both to the same 

“36 most iconic destinations on the 

planet.”  

The Ikon Pass, with its unlimited access 

to the 14 destinations of Big Bear, Blue 

Mountain, Copper Mountain, Crystal, 

Eldora, June Mountain, Mammoth, 

Snowshoe, Solitude, Squaw 

Valley/Alpine Meadows, Steamboat, 

Stratton, Tremblant and Winter Park, 

and up to 7 days at 21 destinations, 

allows you to ski and ride where you 

want, when you want, with the most 

days and the least restrictions. 

The Ikon Base Pass, with unlimited 

access to 12 destinations and up to 5 

days at 23 destinations, is the perfect 

pass for those who know how to 

navigate restrictions. 

Limited access without blackout dates 

include Alta/Snowbird, 

Aspen/Snowmass, Big Sky, Boyne 

Highlands, Boyne Mountain, Brighton, 

Canada’s SkiBig3, Cypress, Deer 

Valley, Jackson Hole, Killington, Loon 

Mountain, Niseko United, Revelstoke, 

Taos, The Summit at Snoqualmie, 

Thredbo, Sugarbush, Sugarloaf, and 

Sunday River. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both include friends and family benefits 

of 25% off window rates at all Ikon 

Pass destinations, 15% off retail, food 

and beverage at select locations, 

summer access, as well as CMH Heli-

Skiing and Summer Adventures.  

College, Military and Teen pricing is 

also available. 

 

The verdict?  Depends upon your 

personal situation – days available to 

ski; locations you just have to ski every 

year, no matter what; financial situation.  

Look at both, and read the fine print. 

They are not cheap, but you can make 

them work for you in the long run, 

again, according to your situation. 

Best of luck! 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 
OVSC Board Meeting: 
April 14 
Cincinnati, OH 
Contact Juli Brace, 
julibrace1@hotmail.com 
 
 
OVSC SUMMIT MEETING 
June 7 – 9 
Sheraton on Capitol, Columbus, OH 
 
2019 International Trips: 
Cuba TOUR trip 
August 18 - 25 
 
Rhine River Christmas Market Cruise 
December 3 – 11 
 
Contact Dan Hapner, 
rosehapner@aol.com 

mailto:%20julibrace1@hotmail.com
mailto:%20julibrace1@hotmail.com
mailto:%20julibrace1@hotmail.com
mailto:%20julibrace1@hotmail.com
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 In Memory of Joe Wagenhals:     
                                                   

Joe Wagenhals, recently appointed as the OVSC representative for Skiers Limited Ski Club in Columbus, OH, died suddenly 
while on a cruise in the Caribbean on Wednesday, November 28, 2018.   Joe was one of the original members of the club 
and had been an active skier before suffering injuries.  He was also a skilled photographer, and organized several 
photography trips to Europe.  He was excited for the opportunity to become involved with OVSC and was eagerly looking 
forward to this opportunity to serve, doing all he could to promote skiing. 
 
We, his fellow OVSC’ers, will miss him.    

         

OVSC BOARD AND TRIP DIRECTORS: 

  

President:     Juli Brace, Cincinnati   president@ovsc.org 

Vice President:    Janet Jones, Lexington   vicepres@ovsc.org  

Secretary:     Keely Paul, Cincinnati    secretary@ovsc.org  

Treasurer:     Hew Wells, Kittyhawk   treasurer@ovsc.org  

International/Summer:    Dan Hapner, Dayton   international_trips@ovsc.org  

North America:    Bob LeValley, Dayton   northamerican_trips@ovsc.org  

Racing:     Rick Mygrant, Cincinnati   racing@ovsc.org 

Website:   Vicki Adams, Dayton   webmaster@ovsc.org  
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OHIO VALLEY SKI COUNCIL CAPTIVATING CUBA 

August 18 – 25, 2019 

 
Includes: 

Non-stop flights from Miami to Santa Clara & Havana to Miami, including fuel surcharges and taxes and 

fees  

U.S. Treasury Department, OFAC License Certification and Authorization Letter  

Cuba Entrance Visa & Air Departure Tax  

All land transportation, transfers & porterage in Cuba  

1- night pre-tour accommodation at the Hotel Crowne Plaza Miami airport 

7 nights superior 1st class hotel accommodations in Cuba  

17 meals: 7 breakfasts, 6 lunches and 4 dinners  

Comprehensive educational exchange program, including entrance fees 

One Friendly Planet escort  

Professional, English-speaking local guide, who will facilitate the educational exchanges with Cubans  

Health insurance in Cuba (mandatory) 

$3,359 per person, double occupancy  

                
 

Day 2:  Arrive Cuba, and drive to the picturesque town of Sancti Spiritus, one of the original seven cities 

founded in Cuba by the Spanish 5 centuries ago.  2 nights at one of 3 hotels TBD. 

 

Day 3: Hacienda de Manaca Iznaga, (once knows as Cuba’s center for sugar production); Trinidad, one of 

the best preserved colonial cities in all of Latin America and a World Heritage site since 1988; Casa del 

Alfarero; Lunch in Trinidad.  Explore the historic town of Templo de Yemaya, with its open-air craft 

markets, shops, museums and bars. 

 

Day 4: 2 nights Melia Varadero.  Drive to Santa Clara, visit the Performing Arts school with dance theater 

and music performances by the students and a discussion about the role of music and education in the USA 

and the impact of music on Cuban life, lunch, and then Varadero Beach – the most famous beach on the 

Cuban mainland.  Enjoy the resort town and your beautiful, all-inclusive hotel 

 

Day 5:  Learn about the official national dance and musical genre, a craft workshop.  After lunch, enjoy the 

day at your leisure 



 

 

Day 6:  3 nights Melia Cohiba, Havana.  Enjoy lunch in the fishing village of Cojimar, the setting for 

Hemingway’s book, The Old Man and the Sea; Visit Ernest Hemingway’s home, Finca Vigia, now a 

museum. Continue on to Fusterlandia, the home and surrounding neighborhood of “The Picasso of the 

Caribbean”, Jose Fuster. 

         
 

Day 7: Old Havana:  Visit on of Havana’s famous cigar factories, enjoy a walking tour of Old Havana, (a 

World Heritage site since 1982), enjoy some time on your own exploring the Plaza d Armas, the oldest plaza 

in the city, ride in vintage cars, and tour the Christopher Columbus Cemetery 

 

Day 8: Havana.  After breakfast, stop at the Plaza de la Revolucion, the most famous and politically 

important square in Cuba, witnessing many rallies and revolutions that have altered the course of Cuban 

history, and view the 109 m tower and 18 m statue of Jose Marti. 

 

 
 

After lunch at a local restaurant, walk along the beautiful Paula Promenade by the waterfront of the Bay of 

Havana.  The Artisan Market has souvenirs, including handicrafts and other collectibles.  Enjoy the 

remaining day at your leisure, then after dinner, enjoy live, traditional Cuban music and salsa dancing.  Wear 

your dancing shoes! 

 

Day 9:  Transfer to the airport and board your flight back to Miami. 
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Christmas Markets Cruise on the Romantic Rhine River 
     December 3 – December 11, 2019 

           
TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 

20 Meals (7 dinners, 6 lunches, and 7 breakfasts)   Complimentary mini-bar in all suites  
Airport transfers on tour dates when air is provided by   Butler service for all guests 
Mayflower                    All gratuities included 
International Cruise Director and Mayflower expert   $45 in Mayflower Money 
staff onboard Complimentary Wi-Fi onboard    All meals included onboard with a variety of 
Unpack only once, in your river view stateroom with a      international cuisine 
window for panoramic viewing    Complimentary beverages onboard ship, 
Spacious public areas with large windows, perfect for                   day, every day 
viewing the scenery along the Rhine River   Enhanced touring experience with included     

     audio headsets 
                    

LOCAL INSIGHTS 
Traverse the canals of Amsterdam on a cruise    Culinary demonstration by the ship’s Chef 
Visit a cheese farm in the Netherlands and learn   Attend a live concert performed in a baroque palace 
   how it’s made 
 

DAY 1 – Depart the USA 

Depart the USA on your overnight flight to Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 
 
DAY 2 – Amsterdam, the Netherlands 

Upon arrival in Amsterdam, transfer to the ship for embarkation. The day is at leisure to begin 
exploring Amsterdam on your own. The ship remains in port overnight. Meal: D 
 
DAY 3 – Amsterdam:  Begin the day with an iconic canal cruise and view the city from a different 
perspective as you pass historic buildings, lovely townhomes and churches at water level.  Afterwards, 
explore on foot during a walking tour. OR, choose an excursion by coach to the charming villages of 
Volendam and Edam. Visit a cheese farm to learn how cheese is made and enjoy a sampling of the final 
product. Journey to Edam for an orientation tour and free time before arriving in Volendam, a 
traditional fishing village, full of authentic Dutch character, and colorful wooden houses surrounding  
the harbor. A brief orientation tour and free time to meander through the lanes will leave a lasting 
impression of this quaint village. Your river cruise begins with an early afternoon departure from 
Amsterdam and the remainder of the day spent relaxing onboard. Meals: B, L, D 
 



 

 

DAY 4 – Cologne, Germany:  Enjoy a leisurely morning cruising along the river before arriving in Cologne. 
This afternoon, a guided walking tour showcases the highlights of the city, including the magnificent 
cathedral which serves as the symbol of the city. You’ll have free time to visit the Christmas Market in 
the Domplatz, home to the largest Christmas tree in Rhineland. Meals: B, L, D 
 

DAY 5 – Koblenz / Rüdesheim, Germany:  As the ship docks in Koblenz, there is a choice of two activities. 
Explore Koblenz on a walking tour with a local guide and see this historic city which straddles two of 
Europe’s most beautiful rivers. In the old part of the city, the Christmas Market consists of glittering, 
festive, cottage-style stands and Lebkuchenherzen (traditional gingerbread hearts) to create a magical 
European Christmas experience. OR, travel by coach to Cochem and discover a true medieval gem 
resting on the banks of the Moselle River. Feel as if you’ve stepped straight into a fairytale as you have 
a guided tour through town that culminates with a visit to the iconic 19th-century Reichsburg Castle. 
The ship departs Koblenz early afternoon for Rüdesheim and arrives this evening for an overnight in 
port. This afternoon, enjoy a landscape of castles and quaint towns as you cruise through the Rhine 
Gorge. Meals: B, L, D 
 

DAY 6 – Rüdesheim, Germany: ‘All aboard’ as mini-trains meet near the ship and take you to Siegfried’s 
Musikkabinett Museum for a guided visit. Afterwards, enjoy free time in this quaint town to stroll 
through the picturesque lanes and along the famous Drosselgasse before re-boarding the trains for the 
return to the ship. During your free time, wander through the Christmas Market and search for the 
perfect gifts. Departing Rüdesheim mid-afternoon, enjoy the remainder of the day onboard and all the 
amenities of the Scenic Opal. Meals: B, L, D 

 

DAY 7 – Mannheim / Rastatt, Germany:  Awaken this morning in the town of Mannheim, departure point 
for the day’s activities.  Your free choice activities include a visit to Heidelberg, with two options: 
visiting the castle and a walking tour, OR, a walking tour of the city with a tasting of local specialties 
such as their liqueur and the famous ‘student kiss’ chocolate. As your final port in Germany, don’t miss 
out on shopping for unique treasures at the Christmas Market in Heidelberg. During the excursion, the 
ship sails to Germershiem where you re-embark.  This evening, arrive in Rastatt and enjoy a special 
treat as you attend a live concert in the baroque Rastatt Palace.  Meals: B, L, D 
 

DAY 8 – Strasbourg, France:  With a morning arrival in Kehl, travel by coach across the river to 
Strasbourg, France, where a local guide leads you on an included walking tour through this 
picturesque town.  Stroll through the charming Old Quarter, ‘La Petit France’, admire the half-
timbered houses and marvel at the gothic cathedral in the city center. Enjoy free time to visit the stalls 
of Strasbourg’s Christkindelsmärik, one of the largest in Europe, before returning to the ship in 
Schonau. The final afternoon is spent cruising along the river to Basel, Switzerland. Meals: B, L, D 
 

DAY 9 – Basel / Zurich / USA:  It’s time to bid farewell to the Captain and crew and depart for the Zurich 
Airport as you say goodbye to Europe and return home with lifelong memories of your Christmas 
Markets cruise along the Rhine River. Meals: B 

 
Price depends upon the stateroom chosen:  $3,395 - $6,199 per person, double occupancy 
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CRANS-MONTANA, SWITZERLAND                 MARCH 7 – 14  

 

*Includes: 

Round trip air from Dayton or other Delta cities     Transfers between Zurich airport and Crans-Montana in 

private coach     7 nights’ accommodations     Welcome orientation     Breakfast buffet daily     5 nights 

dinners at hotel     Hospitality Desk nightly     Optional excursions for non-skiers     All local taxes   

All current airline taxes and fuel surcharges      Passport Cases luggage tags      Optional extensions  

*Air and hotel rates based on 2019 pricing and subject to change; Does not include club or council fees; 

*Pricing based on exchange rate of CHF1.00 to 1.00USD and subject to currency fluctuations 
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